The British Club of The Hague
What you can look forward to in the month of MAY 2019
Friday 3

10.45

Dawn Macfarlane looks to her Scottish roots to
reveal the many facets of a 19th-century Excise
Officer in Dumfries, who was better known as a
poet: The Passionate Mr Burns. Poems
universally recognised today, such as Tam
o’Shanter and Auld Lang Syne, brought him fame
at an early age, and influenced the Romantic
movement. Burns’ life was a candle burnt at both
ends and ended at just 37 years old – but what a
lot he packed into it! Dawn will bring insights into
the legends and controversy that surround the man
called “the Scottish Bard”.

12.00

Improve your Bridge with John Macfarlane
Mahjong

Friday 10

10.45

12.00

The topic for the General Discussion Group this
month is Looking ahead. Ironically enough, one
might say that BCH is an international
organisation. It has actual British members, local
Dutch members and others from various countries.
This gives a very special - positive - atmosphere to
our meetings. What about the world at large? The
internet, films, TV, and books are all contributing to
a general worldwide culture, with English at this
stage becoming the vehicle for communication.
What will happen in the near and distant future?
Do we want everywhere to be the same? Or is that
good for world peace?
Improve your Bridge with John Macfarlane
Mahjong

Tuesday 14

10.00
for
10.15

There is an element of DIY to the May expedition:
you need to book your ticket, and pay, online…
We will join an English-language tour of the
Tweede Kamer (Dutch House of Commons) and
the Ridderzaal (Hall of Knights), organised by
Prodemos. Starting with a short film, the tour will
give you an overview of the remarkable origins of
The Hague as a centre of government, and its
current place in the Dutch political system.
Details:
Sign up:
https://reserveren.prodemos.nl/bezoekerscentrum
/2019-05-14
Cost: €9.50 per person, payable online as above
Afterwards: Lunch or coffee (at own expense) at
Miller’s restaurant, on Het Plein.

If you would like to join this visit, please book
online, then tell Deppy so that she knows who will
be in the group. Please also alert her if you decide
to stay for lunch (activitiesbch@gmail.com)
Friday 17

10.30

‘The Seniors’ is a category of membership
discontinued some years ago, but there are still
some Club Members who are strictly ‘Seniors’, and
their welfare is co-ordinated by Luise van der Meer.
On 3rd Fridays, they have an Open Table, when
non-Seniors can join them at their special table for
coffee and conversation.

12.00

Improve your Bridge with John Macfarlane
Mahjong

Friday 24

10.45

This month the Readers’ Discussion Group will be
led by Sue Macfarlane. Her selection is The Fall of
Light by Niall Williams. The story is set in 19th
century Ireland and concerns the Foley family:
father Francis and his four sons. The horror of the
potato famine lurks in the background, but it is not
starvation that drives them to leave their
homeland. It is love, or a sense of adventure, or as
a way of escaping heartache. The family, scattered
across the world, struggles to be reunited. All kinds
of disasters and tragedies befall the Foleys —
Francis and his wife Emer, and their four sons,
Tomas, Finbar, Finan and Tiege — which makes
this struggle all the more difficult. But there are
also moments of unimagined good luck, quiet
successes and amazing coincidences, which inject
the story with a sense of optimism.

12.00

Improve your Bridge with John Macfarlane
Mahjong

Friday 31

Tina van Krogten has offered to run another
unmissable Watercolour Workshop. Tina has a
wealth of experience as an established artist and is
happy to help you produce a watercolour painting,
whatever your level of expertise. Please bring your
own materials (ask Tina if you are unsure); Tina will
provide a ‘still life’ for you to paint.
If you wish to take part, please add your name to
the sign-up sheet on the office table. Numbers are
limited!

© The British Club of The Hague 2017-2019

