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FICTION   

Dream Count Chimamandi Ngozi 
Adichie                                      

Is true happiness ever attainable or is it just a fleeting state? And 
how honest must we be with ourselves in order to love, and to be 
loved? A trenchant reflection on the choices we make and those 
made for us, on daughters and mothers, on our interconnected 
world. 
 

The Silence in Between  Josie Ferguson Set across two timelines – the Second World War and the 
tumultuous events of 1961 - The Silence in Between explores the 
unbreakable bonds of family, the resilience of women, and the 
lengths they will go to to 
protect those they love. 
 

The Home-made God Rachel Joyce At heart this is a novel about sibling relationships and those 
hairline cracks that can appear within a family: what happens 
when they splinter, and what it would take to mend them. 
 

The Names  Florence Knapp This is the story of three names, three versions of a life, and the 
infinite possibilities that a single decision can spark. It is the story 
of one family, and love's endless capacity to endure, no matter 
what fate has in store. 
 

The Persians Sanam Mahloudji An irresistible portrait of a unique family in turmoil that explores 
timeless questions of love, money, art and fulfilment. Here is their 
past, their present and a possible new future for them all. 
 

Lula Dean’s Little 
Library of Banned 
Books 

Kirsten Miller In Troy, Georgia, local woman Lula Dean has campaigned to 
cleanse the town’s reading habits.. Now, the townspeople are 
only allowed to read ‘appropriate’ books from Lula’s personal 
lending library. 
 

Dream State Eric Puchner Written with humour, precision, and enormous heart, both a love 
letter and an elegy to the American West, Dream State is a 
thrillingly ambitious ode to the power of friendship, the weird 
weather of marriage, and the beauty of impermanence. 
 

When the Cranes Fly 
South 

Lisa Ridzén A profoundly moving and life-affirming novel about one man’s 
desire to preserve his autonomy, the multitude of stories 
contained within a life, and the big things for which we have no 
words. 
 

There are Rivers in the 
Sky 

Elif Shafak A rich, sweeping novel set about love and loss, memory and 
erasure, hurt and healing, centred around three enchanting 
characters living on the banks of the River Thames and the River 
Tigris. 
 

Mania Lionel Shriver In a reality not too distant from our own, the worst thing you can 
call someone is 'stupid'. Everyone is equally clever, and 
discrimination based on intelligence is 'the last great civil rights 
fight'. Exams and grades are discarded and you don't need a 
qualification to be a doctor. 



Three Days in June Anne Tyler It’s the day before her daughter’s wedding and things are not 
going well for Gail Baines. First thing, she loses her job – or quits, 
depending who you ask. Then her ex-husband Max turns up at her 
door expecting to stay for the festivities. He doesn’t even have a 
suit. Instead, he’s brought memories, a shared sense of humour – 
and a cat looking for a new home. 
 

The Best of Everything Kit de W A tender celebration of kindness and its power to change 
lives, The Best of Everything is one of the most beautiful and 
uplifting novels you'll read this year. 
 

Fundamentally Nussaibah Younis Nadia is an academic who's been disowned by her puritanical 
mother and dumped by her lover, Rosy. She decides to make a 
getaway, accepting a UN job in Iraq. Tasked with rehabilitating 
ISIS women, Nadia becomes mired in the opaque world of 
international aid, surrounded by bumbling colleagues. 
 

NON-FICTION   

Careless People,  
A  Cautionary Tale of 
Power, Greed and  
Lost Idealism 

Sarah Wynn-Williams The author, a young diplomat from New Zealand, pitched for her 
dream job. She saw Facebook’s potential and knew it could 
change the world for the better. But when she got there and rose 
to its top ranks, things turned out a little differently. 
 

Spring cannot be 
cancelled:  David 
Hockney in Normandy  

Martin Gayford 
 

An uplifting manifesto that affirms art's capacity to divert and 
inspire. It is based on a wealth of new conversations and 
correspondence between Hockney and the art critic Martin 
Gayford, his long-time friend and collaborator. 
 

The Illegals: Russia’s 
most audacious spies 
and the plot to 
infiltrate the West 

Shaun Walker Shaun Walker skilfully shows how Russia's modern-day election 
meddling is rooted in the subterfuge and trickery of the bad old 
days. 

 
 


