
Plesmanweg National Heritage Monument: from ‘calculations factory’ to 

‘Plesmanduin community’ - Talk by Patricia Snel, Architect 

 

Construction of the national heritage monument on Plesmanweg began in 

1938 as the headquarters of KLM, designed by Dirk Roosenburg. The building 

survived World War II and underwent numerous alterations under successive 

occupants, inevitably bearing the marks of these changes. With its recent 

transformation, this impressive building has not only been given a new        

purpose, but has also seen its original grandeur and character carefully re-

stored.  

As one of the team of five architects responsible for the transformation of the 

building over many years, Patricia provided a fascinating insight into its history 

and the complexities of its transformation into a hotel, restaurant and apart-

ment complex. She included images of how the completed development will 

look when three further apartment buildings are added, with the rejuvenated 

area providing easier access to the existing canal and surrounding landscape. 

Patricia was kind enough to answer questions after her presentation, the  

number of which showed how interesting Members found this talk.  


