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  

 

 
The Things we Never Say 
by Elizabeth Strout 

 
Artie Dam is a man with a secret. He spends his days 
teaching history to high schoolers, expanding their 
young minds, correcting their casual cruelties, and 
lending a kind word to those who need it most. He is, 
by all appearances, present and alive. But inside, Artie 
is plagued by feelings of isolation.  

 
 

 
Four Seasons in Rome 
by Anthony Doerr 

 

 
On the same day that his wife gave birth to twins, 
Anthony Doerr received the Rome Prize, an award that 
gave him a year-long stipend and studio in Rome. Four 
Seasons in Rome charts the repercussions of that day, 
describing Doerr's varied adventures in one of the 
most enchanting cities in the world, and the first year 
of parenthood. 

 
 

 
Contrapposto 
by Dave Eggers 

 
Contrapposto is a moving and very funny novel about 
allies and art, and what it means to be an artist. 
The novel is a wild and beautiful examination of the 
rules and market forces of the art world, but chiefly 
it’s about two friends who believe they can change 
that world, and bring new meaning to it. 

 
 

 
More than Enough 
by Anna Quindlen 

 
A woman confronts the surprising results of an 
ancestry test and begins to question the meaning of 
family and friendship in this wise, tender novel 
teeming with life. 

 
 

 
The Greatest Possible Good 
by Ben Brooks 

 
Arthur Candlewick spends three days in a disused 
mineshaft with only his son's drug stash, a book on the 
concept of 'effective altruism' and a bottle of medium-
priced Bordeaux. When he emerges, he has made the 
life-changing decision to become a good man. 

  

 
Whistler 
by Ann Patchett 

 
A moving, luminous story about how family, memory 
and love endures, Whistler paints an intimate portrait 
of how the feeling of being known by one other 
person, even for a short period of time, can change 
everything. 

 

 

 
The Lion Women of Tehran 
by Marjan Kamali 

 
In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand 
comfort until the untimely death of her father. Lonely 
and bearing the brunt of her mother’s endless 
grievances, Ellie dreams of a friend to alleviate her 
isolation. 



  

 
The Elopement 
by Gill Hornby 

 
1820. Mary Dorothea is living under the sole charge of 
her widowed father, Sir Edward, a man of strict 
principles and high moral values. But when Sir Edward 
marries Miss Fanny Knight of Godmersham Park, 
Mary’s life is suddenly changed. 

 

 
 

 
The Art of a Lie 
by Laura Shepherd-
Robinson 

 
Hannah Cole's world shatters with her husband's 
brutal murder. Her confectionery shop, the Punchbowl 
and Pineapple, teeters on the brink of ruin. Just as she 
uncovers a hidden fortune -  money her husband 
secretly possessed - a new nightmare begins. 

  

 
The Calamity Club 
by Kathryn Stockett 

 
Bold, heart-warming, and riotously funny, The 
Calamity Club is an unforgettable story of resilience 
and friendship, and a sisterhood of underestimated 
women who risk everything to take back control of 
their fates. 

  

 
A Guardian and a Thief 
by Megha Majumdar 
 

 
This book paints a kaleidoscopic portrait of two 
families, each operating from a place of ferocious love 
and undefeated hope, each discovering how far they 
will go to secure their children’s future as they stave 
off encroaching catastrophe. 

  

 
John of John 
by Douglas Stuart 

 
Set in the Isle of Harris, John of John is a tender and 
devastating story of love and religion, of a father and 
son, art and landscape, and the corrosive effects of 
living a secret life. 

  

 
Strange Sally Diamond 
by Liz Nugent 

 
Sally Diamond cannot understand why what she did 
was so strange. She was only doing what her father 
told her to do, to put him out with the rubbish when 
he died. 

 
 

 
Confessions 
by Catherine Airey 

 
Confessions traces the arc of three generations of 
women as they experience in their own time the 
irresistible gravity of the past: its love and tragedy, its 
mystery and redemption. 

 
 

 
Women without Men 
by Shahrnush Parsipur  
 

 
This unforgettable novel depicts women escaping the 
narrow confines of family and society, and imagines 
their future living in a world without men. 



 
 

 
High and Low 
by Amanda Craig 

 
Inside the Literary Cafe, a group of writers, bakers and 
shopkeepers are sheltering. Their petty feuds and past 
quarrels must be forgotten if they are to survive a 
gang armed with knives and a gun. 

Books donated 
or remaining 
from book sale 

  

  

 
The Wedding People 
by Alison Espach 

 
Hilarious and moving, The Wedding People is an 
irresistible novel about love, friendship, dysfunctional 
families, and the unexpected paths that lead to 

happiness. 

 
 

 
Heart the Lover, 
by Lily King 

 
Jordan is a successful writer, living a comfortable life 
with her husband and children, when a surprise visit 
brings the past crashing into the present, forcing her 
to confront the decisions and deceptions of her youth. 

 

 
Almond 
by Won-Pyung Sohn 

 
A poignant and triumphant story about how love, 
friendship, and persistence can change a life forever. 
 

 
 

 
The Vaster Wilds 
by Lauren Groff 

 
1660s. A young girl escapes from a settlement into the 
night, leaving behind everything she has ever had. A 
thrilling adventure story and a penetrating fable about 
trying to find a new way of living in the world. 

 
 

 
The Distance Between Us 
by Maggie O’Farrell 
 
 
 

 
A haunting story about the way families shape our 
lives. 

 

 
Homegoing 
by Yaa Gyasi 

 
Effia and Esi are two sisters, one sold into slavery and 
one a slave trader’s wife. An intense story of one 
family and through their lives, the story of America 
itself. 
 

 


